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It seems that every time we turn around there is report of a new scandal, controversy or 
threat.  A coach, pastor, executive or government official is accused of sexual impropriety 
or embezzlement.  Politicians are attacked, nations are going through turmoil, other na-
tions threaten our country, terrorists kill and threaten, and more.  We hear of abuse, op-
pression and human slavery too often. 

This happens at every level—internationally, nationally, in our state, city, our neighbor-
hoods and in our homes.  What are we to make of world events?   

First, we should not be surprised.  Two thousand years ago, Jesus stated the obvious, “…In 
this world you will have trouble…” (John 16:33).  That was true in His time and it is still true 
in ours.  It is certainly disappointing when we see what the human person is capable of do-
ing.  But it need not surprise us.   

Secondly, we can look elsewhere for the better part of human nature.  There are many acts 
of kindness, compassion and sympathy that take place.  Love is still practiced and thriving.  
Good is not usually headlined, but we can find it if we look in the right places.  

Lastly, we can look to God for peace.  In that same passage, Jesus said, “I have told you 
these things, so that in Me you may have peace…”.  Peace is still available.  We need to 
look for the good and to God to find it.    

                                                              PEACE BE WITH YOU!  
Sincerely, 

Pastor Jim Miyabe

WHAT TO MAKE OF WORLD EVENTS

Baptisms: 
Phoebe Doan,

Layla Harrington,

and Abigail Holyfield, July 19.

FAMILY CAMP 2017, July 16-21

Prayer Children’s Choir



Our thanks to Albert & Becky 
Willis, brother  and sister-in-
law of Suzanne Miyabe, for 
visiting from Cookeville, Ten-
nessee.  Albert sang in our 
worship services on July 2 and 
was a blessing to us all. 

Thanks to all who supported the fund raising 
efforts of our team to Japan (Tom Granucci, 
Alan, Peter & Drew Oda, August 6-16) to do 
relief work in the Kumamoto area that was hit 
by major earthquakes a couple of years ago.  
Almost a thousand dollars came in for the 
lunch!  

Our best to Ryan Granucci who was accepted 
for a six-month PCJC intern position.  He will 
be working at RIZE Church plant in Huntington 
Beach with Pastor Hisashi Ishitobi. 

Thanks to everyone for praying for our partici-
pation in the PCJC Family Camp (July 16-21).  
About 100 attended from our church and had a 
very blessed week.  A number of our attendees 
served with significance as counselors, staff or 
spoke at the camp.  

Dearest congratulations to Phoebe Doan, 
Layla Herrington, Rowan Herrington and 
Abigail Holyfield who were baptized in the 
Christian faith at Family Camp on July 19.  God 
be with you in your life of faith! 

Welcome back to Evelyn & Rory Baker from 
their work and mission to So. Africa.  Evelyn 
has been helping the country establish ser-
vices and programs for autistic children for 
many years. 

Randy & Grace Yumori were commissioned in 
our worship service on July 23 to work with a 
team from SIGHT Ministries in El Salvador 
(August 5-12).  Please pray for them as they 
serve the underprivileged. 

Senior adults took a day trip to tour Dodger 
Stadium on July 24.  Trip also included a nos-
talgic visit to Galco’s Soda Pop Shop (with 
more than 400 different kinds of soda!) and 
lunch at Pacific Dining Car.   

Congratulations to Ryan & Saki (nee Tanabe) 
Granucci who were united in holy matrimony 
on July 27!  God bless you as you begin mar-
ried life! 

“Galactic Starveyors” was our Vacation Bible 
School theme (7/31–8/4).  Children searched 
the visible to discover the invisible and discov-
ered God who created everything.  Thanks to 
all the Venice ambassadors who ministered in 
our VBS! 

THIS MONTH 

TIRE OUT THE TYKES (TOTTS): August 7 
TOTTS is for Moms with children aged 0-6.  
Each meeting has a themed activity with play, 
music, bubbles & parachute fun!  9:30 a.m.–
noon.  Contact venicemops@yahoo.com. 
  
THE “GOD SPOT” MARRIAGE FELLOW-
SHIP: Aug. 13 
One Saturday a month, “God Spot” meets as a 
support to couples committed to marriage.  We 
are following FamilyLife’s “The Art of Mar-
riage–Getting to the Heart of God’s Design”.  
For potluck info and to RSVP, contact Venice-
Couples@gmail.com.  Childcare provided. 
Time: 6:30 p.m. 

YOUTH FELLOWSHIP SUMMER: August 4, 
5, 6, 11, 12, 26-28 
There is much going on for our youth this 
summer.  Make sure your youth is a part of 
these faith building experiences.  For more 
details email youth@venicechurch.org.  

CONVALESCENT HOME MINISTRY:  Aug. 20 
Once a month we minister to the residents at 
the Santa Monica Convalescent Hospital at 2 

p.m.  Want to participate?  Contact Wayne 
G i n o z a a t 3 1 0 - 9 6 3 - 4 6 8 1 o r 
wayne.ginoza@gmail.com. 

BAJA MISSIONS FUNDRAISER: Aug. 27 & 
28 
Come out to the Humble Potato at 8321 Lin-
coln Blvd., Westchester to support our next 
mission trip to Baja and enjoy the best Hamba-
ga in Westchester!  Sunday (8/27), 12 p.m. to 
10 p.m. and Monday (8/28), 5 p.m. to 10 p.m.  
(Tell cashier you are with VMFC.) 

FUTURE EVENTS!  

“GO TELL IT IN THE CITY”: September 16 
Do you have a hard time sharing your faith?  
Are you unsure about what you should say? 
This workshop will help you put all that togeth-
er.  Saturday, 10 a.m.-3 pm.  Please call the 
church off ice to sign up or contact 
outreach@venicechurch.org. 

“HOW WE LOVE” SEMINAR: Sept. 16, 30, 
Oct. 14, 28, Nov. 11 
Is your marriage in an unhealthy cycle?  Do 
you want to have a better relationship?  You 
can enhance your marriage by discovering 
your love style and that of your spouse.  
When?  Saturdays, 9:30 a.m.–noon.  Call the 
church office to sign up or contact Nancy at 
nancynojima@yahoo.com. 

SAN FRANCISCO & WINE COUNTRY TOUR: 
Oct. 16–19 
SAM (Sr. Adult Ministry) is hosting this tour 
which includes a guided food tour of S.F., visits 
to Angel Island and Jacuzzi Family Vineyards, 
Winchester Mystery house, and more!  Contact 
the church office for tour description and sign 
up information.  

ISRAEL TOUR: April 2018 
Pastor Jim is putting together a group to tour 
Israel next spring.  Join him for meaningful trip 
to the Holy Land with an optional side trip to 
Jordan. Call the church office for a flyer or 
c o n t a c t P a s t o r J i m a t 
PastorJim@venicechurch.org.   

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

COTTAGE CONVERSION 
We are going to turn one of our houses, the 
“Cottage”, into a home for our ministerial staff.  
We are currently renovating it for parsonage 
use.  A fund has been set up with a goal of 
$50,000.  If you would like to donate to this 
fund, above your tithes and offerings, please 
write your check out to the church and ear 
mark it “Cottage Conversion”.  Thanks for your 
support! 

PRAYER FOR CHURCH AND COMMUNITY 
A time of prayer for God’s Spirit to be released 
in our church and community is being held on 
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PLEASE PRAY FOR... 

...those who are serving in MISSIONS:  
Karl & Rebekah Baker (So. Africa), 

Sarah Chang (Nicaragua), Sara Kwon 
(UC Riverside with InterVarsity); Yuji 

Takaba (L.A. Inner City), Randy & 
Grace Yumori (El Salvador, 8/5-12), 

Tom Granucci, Alan, Peter & Drew Oda 
(Japan, 8/6-16). 

...those military personnel serving our 
country--Keaton Frey and Andrew 
Sumida (Navy), Julie Akiyama and 

Robert Sugai (Army).

THIS MONTH

News Briefs

Announcements

Future events
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the 1st Thursday from 7 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the 
home of Jim & Suzanne Miyabe.  Everyone is 
invited.  Also “Call to Pray” will be available 
every third Saturday from 9:00 a.m.–11:00 
a.m. in room 13 at the church.  All welcome to 
attend. 

CULVER PALMS MEALS-ON-WHEELS 
Volunteer drivers are needed to deliver meals 
to home of people who are incapacitated due 
to age or disability on the Westside.  Call 310-
559-0666 if you would like to help. 

WESTCHESTER PLAYA VILLAGE 
WPV assists seniors with activities like grocery 
shopping, a ride to and from appointments, 
home visits, etc.  Volunteers are sought to 
make a difference in their lives.  Call the 
church office for info. 

FELLOWSHIP LUNCHEON SUNDAY 
Every 1st Sunday of the month is Fellowship 
Luncheon Sunday.  Please join us after the 2nd 
worship service for a wonderful time of fellow-
ship and for a delicious meal prepared by 
members of the Hospitality Ministry. 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE  
Our two English worship services start at 8:45 
a.m. and 10:15 a.m.  English language Sun-
day school is held at 8:45 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. 
(Call the church office for more info on Sunday 
Youth & Children’s Ministry schedules or visit 
our website at venicechurch.org.) The Ja-
panese language Sunday school is at 10:30 
a.m. and their worship service starts at 11:45 
a.m.  Visit their website at venicechurchjp.jim-
do.com for more info. 

MISS A WORSHIP SERVICE? 
Did you miss a worship service because you 
were ill or out of town?  You can hear the 
messages or order a CD from our website at 
venicechurch.org.  You can also access this 
newsletter (the “Seabreeze”) at our website 
and much, much more!  (Please let Michelle 
Stultz in the church office know if you access 
the Seabreeze off the web and don’t need one 
mailed to your home.) 

SEABREEZE FORMATTING 
We are in need of a person to format this pub-
lication each month.  If you have a desire to 
share the ministry of our church with our 
church family and community contact the 
church office. 

MEMORIAL OFFERINGS 

In Memory of Mr. Yukio Fujimoto – Mrs. 
Marie Fujimoto 
In Memory of Mr. Paul Matsuoka (to the Cot-
tage conversion fund) – Mrs. Jane Matsuo-
ka 
In Memory of Mr. Bill Okino – Mrs. Kiyomi 
Okino & Family 

IN SYMPATHY 

Our condolences to the Lisa Unten on the 
passing of her mother, Mrs. Akiko Unten, in 
Hawaii on June 23.  May God be a dear com-
fort to the entire family. 

Our sympathies to David & Carmina Castillo 
on the passing of his father, Mr. Victor 
Manuel, in Guatemala on July 5.  May God’s 
comfort be on the Castillo family. 

Our condolences to Dan & Gayle Kikuta at the 
passing of his mother, Mrs. Mitsuko Kikuta, 
on July 26.   May God be with you all in your 
loss. 

✛

IN SYMPATHY

MEMORIAL OFFERINGS

AUGUST EVENTS 
 

• July 31 – August 4: VBS – Students come at 5 PM to the MH House! 
• August 4 (Fri) 3:00 PM to 5:00 PM - Summer Series: Christian, It's 

Not What You Think, by Andy Stanley.  Due to VBS, we are altering 
the time of this session. 

• August 5 (Sat) 6:00 PM to 9:30 PM - Thank you Dinner for serving 
at VBS and practice/rehearsal for Youth Sunday.  

• August 6: Youth Sunday (no Sunday School) 
• August 11 (Fri) 2:00 PM to 7:00 PM - Summer Series: Christian, 

It's Not What You Think, by Andy Stanley.  Please bring money for 
dinner at Centinela Cafe or bring your own food. 

• August 12 (Sat) 5 PM to 7 PM- Baja Kick-Off at Journey South Bay 
Church 

• August 13 (Sun) - Promotion Sunday, all students will move up to 
the next class in Sunday School. 

• August 17(?) - August 24: Linda will be on vacation 
• August 26 (Sat) 11:00 AM to 8:30 PM - Baptism and Bonfire at 

Dockweiler. Please bring food to share! (Parents must stay with 
youth who are not proficient swimmers as supervision is limited. 
Youth may enter water at their own risk.) 

• August 27, All Day & August 28, 5-10 pm - Baja Missions Team 
Fundraiser at Humble Potato in Westchester: 8321 Lincoln 
Boulevard Westchester 90045.  

Follow us on Instagram: PULSEvfmc 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/veniceyouth/ 

Email: youth@venicechurch.org 
 
 
 

P.U.L.S.E. = Protected, United, Loved, Saved, Empowered 
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Seabreeze
VENICE FREE METHODIST CHURCH  
4871 CENTINELA AVENUE 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90066 

TEMP - RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
STAFF E-MAIL ADDRESSES  
& PHONE NUMBERS:
Pastor Jim Miyabe 
pastorjim@venicechurch.org 
(310-822-8094)  

Pastor Nathan Cherney (Assistant Pastor): 
pastornathan@venicechurch.org 
(909-230-3777) 

Pastor Yongsu Park (Japanese language):  
parksaka@yahoo.co.jp  
(310-822-8094) 

Linda Akutagawa (Youth Director): 
Youth@venicechurch.org (310-962-3529) 

Ken Koshimizu (Children’s Ministry Asst. Dir.): 
kkoshimizu@verizon.net (310-367-0388) 

Emiko Kuwata (Infant/Toddler Director): 
emkuwata@gmail.com (310-418-7791) 

Mariah Maxwell (Music Director): 
music@vernicechurch.org (301-908-9046) 

Michelle Stultz (Office Administrator):  
office@venicechurch.org (310-822-8094) 

Jodi Yokota (Church Administrator): 
twotimothy212@yahoo.com (310-822-8094)

Venice Free Methodist Church 

Main Office:  310-822-8094	                      email: office@venicechurch.org	
Fax:  310-821-5474                                   http://www.venicechurch.org
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CHECK OUT OUR CHURCH WEBSITE: 
We’ve got a new online location at: 

http://www.venicechurch.org  
It has our news and events!  This newsletter, “Seabreeze,” is also here.  Let us know if you receive the Seabreeze off the web and 

don’t need one mailed to your home.  Also, Pastor Jim’s sermons are available there via Podcast or through its media player.
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